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Jobs and professions

*" Do you have a job?
® What is your profession?

v What did you want to be when you were
young?
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Modal for possibility:
can, could and may




Modal verbs:
can, could and may

® Use could, may and might to express degrees of
possibility:

v We can go if it is not raining.
v We may go together.

v We could go tomorrow.

Modal verbs:
can, could and may

® use can to make general statements about what
is possible:

v This city can be very cold in winter.

v You can easily get lost when traveling.




Modal verbs:
can, could and may

® Use could to show that something is possible,
but not certain

v They could come by plane.

v She could be at home.

Modal verbs:
can, could and may

® Use may when not sure about something in the
present or future

v They may be buying a gift.

v It may be hiding from the rain.




Modal for permission:
can, could and may

Modal verbs:
can, could and may

® Use can to ask or to give permission to do
something

v Can I go out?

v She can travel next year.




Modal verbs:
can, could and may

® could is more formal and polite than can:
v Can I borrow your umbrella?

v Could I borrow your umbrella?

Modal verbs:
can, could and may

®" may is also used to ask or to give permission in a
very formal environment:

v May I get you some tea?

v May she come in?




Modal for request:
can and could

Modal for permission:
can and could

= use could you as a polite way of telling or asking
someone to do something:

v Could you give me that, please?

v Could I have my check, please?




Modal for permission:
can and could

® Can is less polite than could:

v Can you take a message to Mr. Jones,
please?

Culture: Fading jobs
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Switchboard operator
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Damian Pankowiec /SHUTTERSTOCK
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Door-to-door sellers

Na pratica
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Question time!

4 COWORKING

Finalizando
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Marish /SHUTTERSTOCK
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Can, could and may

*" Permission
® Request
v Possibility
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